AN ADVENTURESOME

yo' talkin' 'bout,
no man hvah,"
tha man who had shoken.

Wille this conversation was golng on reveral pri-
vates had entered the room, looking behind the tabie, |

Yo' oughten know I ain't got
looking angrily at

sah?
granny answered,

house

Granny kept knltting for half an hour before
| moved her chair. BBy that time It was dark. The
| poor fellow crawled trom his hiding place. “‘Gee, that
was close,” he whispered, as he took another =ip of

nhe

DECORATION DAY.

By S. HUFF.

N one corner of Col.
little hut occupied by old Granny Brown,

Walilett's planta v appeared. The hole grew in size, as the knife hacked
at the ground, until & white man's face and shouiders
appeared in the gap.

“Oh, God! habh m granny
her skirts and preparing to run.

“Le quiet, my good woman," came from the stranger,
“I am nothing but a wounded soldier. Be quiet now.
'l reward you. Close your door.”

Keeping her eyes upon the unwelsome visitor, she re.
luctantly did ns she was bid. The soldler strotehed out
his hand, saying, Now help me out, aunty.” Grsnny
took his hand In hers and pulled him to his feet.

His face was thin and pale and hesmeared with

ton squatted a
I who had
lived by herself nearly twenty vears. For the puast
few years her only work had been to knit such ar
as “"Ma'am Wallett” had directed, Granny's hous
bulit of logs. At one end a rough stone chimney 10se
two or three feet above the moss-coverad roof; at the
other a wooden door swung on great hingeg and a
small window, covered with greased paper, adm!tted a
few rays of light Into the single room. A stone
threshold, scrubbed to a pearly whiteness, leaned to |
one side, threatening to lose its place, and near by a
single moss rose bush nodded and waved.

hey!"

<ried, gathering up

I Inside old granny sat In a great arm-chair., her T:z«l.‘ His eyes were surrounded by dark circles and
y nerdics clattering busily. Her gray, wavy halr was lood v‘umf\ from a cut on hiz forechead. One arm
parica in the middle and drawn back over her large dangled] uselessly at his side and his clothes were

’ forehead. Her eyes weroe lttle and deeply set. but lm‘n.an:l bloody.
| they sparkled and bl'nited as they supervis>d the work “Ifow'd yar get hyah, chile?” askedl granny, eveing
of her large, hardened hande, Unconscloushb, her large the poor man irom head to foot. “I'll tell vou all
afrerwhile," he feehly answered: “the rehs will ba

red lips moved about as she worked, displaying a white
row of teeth, which ocecasionally showing a
thick tongue. She was clothed in o red checkered
gingham wrapper, of which she was c¢vidently very
proud, for now and then her knitting would ccase
while she carefully smoothed some wrinkied place in

after me again. No place to hide here, is there?"
e looked despairingly around the rcom. Granny
broushi out a flask of brandy she had had hiddien
somewhere and offered a glassful to the man, who

aripped the chair as he drank. “What's that nolse”"

pirted

her dress. On a table near by a few naces of chine- | Ne asked, satiing the glass on the table
ware were arranged with precision on a small blue and l it back in thet thah hole, quick.” granny said,
'

nointing ta the place from which the stranger had
“It'= th' whole ahmy.”
Yurther direction was unnecessary.

id-fash.
The

red mat. In one corner of the room was an
foned bed, whose coverlets were spotlissly white,
earthen floor had been swept, but was uncovercd,

come,

Into the gap

' It was dusk when granny carefuily put away her jumped the £rightened man. Granny pulled the tabie
work and settled bock in her chair for a nap. She | tear, placed her chalr over the hole in the floor, sal
r was nearly asleep when she heard a nofse. Thud! | own and spread her dresk out avound her. Selzing
thud! it went, then was still for ar ‘ns.ant, when it | her needles ehie began o knil rapldly, singing loudly:

was repeated. “De aun shines bright in de ole Kaintucky home,

Visions of ghosts, ho azoblins and other
unearthly things came into her mind. She walked to
the door. Nobody was outside. She looked around

, "Tis summah an' @' darkies am ga''—-
“Don't make so much nofse, niggah,’” spoke a young

'TWIXT LIFE

THUS SHE WORKED OVER HIM FOR TWO DAYS

the room, but saw nothing unusual, ofticer, poking hig head {n the dvor. *“Show us that

AND DEATI.

AND NIGHTS.

Chlve. Nevah vas feelln' bettah. Run along
to yoah own maw, now,'" answered granny, as &he
closed the door. The child's bare feet could be heard
Ivlumﬂng againgt the ground as she ran away.

slck,

Oatting and buttering a few ellces of bread and
mixing a glass of brandy and water, granny handed
them to the man, who still remalned in the hole. He
grasped them eagerly. When he had finlshed eating
granny persuaded him to come to the bed, where she
dressed his wounds by candle light. Her patient be-
came unconsclous during this time. Granny wrapped
him In a blanket, forced him to take some brandy and
rubbed his arms until nearly morning. Thus she
worked for two days and nights, the man remaining
aaleep all of this time, except when awakened for
some dainty granny had prepared,

Three weeks passed. The man's wounds had healed

splendidly. A bullet remamed in his left arm and
|;:.n-o him: some trouble, but he determined to leave
for headquarters in spite of his nurse's objections
After much trouble in getting a horse all prepara-
tions were made to leave. He thanked granny egain
and again for having saved his life and promised
@he sbould hoar from nim again. In answer to her
question about himself he sald:

“My name is Crawford Floyd. I am one of a party
of six who were seat out by Grant into the Confed's
country ¢o learn what they could for the use of the
Northera army. Three of us were captured In a
skirmish at Pord Fork and taken to the temporary
prizon ut Apple Valiey, where two of my com-
rides weore shot for attempting to escape. I fared
bhetter, however, and got away after belng shot In
the arm. The men knew T was a spy and rent n
detachment out to bunt me down. I was nearly
canglit. One nilght I slept In the little house over
the hil.. Nobody lived there, becanuse the place s
supposed 1o bHe haumted, as yon told me. T was In
great danger of being resaptured and knew that
meant death, 8o T determined to tunnel underground
for 1 few davs in order to get the beasts off my
track. Tr my sack I had quarter rations for a week
and a half. The s=ccond nizht T hegan my work,
Algeing with the dagger you have saen. It was slow,
hard work and 1 often suffered for alr and drink,
but, after nearly giving up In despair, T happened
to brenk through the floor of your house, my good
angel.  Tell nabody what has happened untll you
hear from me agaln, which will not be long, T hope.
The war'll 805n be over now. God bless you and

vit," ‘whe ‘®ald to hersélf as mvm
shanty,

“Oh, Granny, Graany-<y—y! Don' yer
hyah day am Decahraghun Day?" BEarly
morning Granny was awakened by a lttle
who oried thus In a sarill volce. The old ¥
rose and dressed slowly, Presently she thréw
her door and, squinting her eyes In the bright 8
light, sald, reprovingly: “Desecration Day! W'at yo
mean by sech a thing, boy? 1 nevah heerd o
lalke.'" IS

“Tookle! T.ookie, Granny."” the boy went on; "“yon
dah eomes a man on hoahsback.” Shading her ‘*ﬂ
with her hands, Gramay looked where th
pointed and saw a man, covered wﬂh dust, |
black horse, whose ofdes were fleck?s with foams.

The man sprang from his saddle lﬂd¢ leaving
herse In the road, ran up the short path to whe
the old ncgress and the boy stood. 'Frightened,
pickaninny ran away, but Granny waited for
man to speak.

“Migs Granny?'' he asked, lifting his hat.

“Evalene Harriet Brown's ma whole name,
but roun’ hyah I's ealled Granny,” came the ‘an
as Granny placed her arms aekimbo and looks
searchingly at the aew arrival. A

“Oh! beg your pardon, Miss Brown,” sald mw'
making a low courtesy. “I am from Major
ford ¥Floyd, to whom you rendered a service &
time ago. e has charged me to deliver this
a litle token of the high esteem he has for
8o saying, he handed Granny, who was th
surprised, a4 neat Uttlé package, which she took’
cut answering.

““Yes. Gen. Logan says that hereafter the 30th
of May will be called Decoration Day and the !
of both north and south will put remembrances on
their soldiers’ graves,” the man continued. *
Floyd desires me to say he will always "m-nb.rﬁ
and hopes to be avle to do more for you when the
good old times return, Have you any message ~
him?" t

The old woman hesitated. After a few moments she
stuttered: “‘S—8—Sa—Sakes alive! I done concluded
dat man he fergit this hyah poah niggah. I @ou"

Floyd ef he evah gits neah trouble roun' dis hysh
place again he oughten know whar te' come!” i

“That he will; T vouch It,” replied the messemger,
laughing. "Use the contents of that package all for
yourself. The major will let you hear from hh“
agnin, Good-bwv."

The words were scarcely spoken before the man had
mounted and was riding away. The old n“ &
looked at the package with a smile. ''Wondah M
In thah?” she sald, as the package was lald on the
table and slowly untied. The sight which met f
eyes made her jump. Before her lay a circular pless

of gold, the first she had e touched. Taking it
er and over, ¢ l

the door, Granny turned It
to herself. Slowly and tediously she apelled out the
inscription on the back, which read, ‘‘One Hundred

Dollaras."
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When Davy Crockett was on his way Smarting with his wounds, he came Tha omen who! Hasl nev T tors, which leaves only a hint of their | this one flower, however. there is in- favorites and hellotrope. white roee, | Esau, Chimpanzes Comedisn
to San Antonio to fight for the Inde- | at me again, and he pressed so close > ) h never tried a I : ot florul cssenco on a hand- | finte variety. There are violet orris.|sweet orchid and sandalwood are to be PERFECT ﬂ 8’ collo's  Midgets, Ritter's
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